
Parent Information 
Loftis Football 2020 

 
As you know this is going to be a very different year for everybody and that includes the 
football team. Due to social distancing and an abundance of caution we will not be 
having a parent meeting this year. Instead I will attempt to go over some common topics 
and to anticipate questions that you may have. As I am working without a script, this 
may seem a bit random rather than well ordered. I ask that you read the entire 
document carefully as it may answer most of the questions you have. At the end I will 
include email information for appropriate coaches. 
 
First of all, the schedule I had made up is no longer correct. We are starting one 
week late and that will push back or cancel some events. I am waiting until Tuesday 
because there may be a total redo of the schedule. But this much I know: 

● Practice begins August 3. Monday 2-5. Rest of the week 3-5, once we are back 
at school it will continue to end at 5:00.  

● No scrimmages or jamboree. That is county wide. 
● Monday-Tuesday helmets, shorts, t-shirt, Wednesday-Friday add shoulder pads 

(girdle if you have it). Monday August 10-full pads, full contact. 
● The last contest date is September 29 due to the start of fall sports. 

 
Physicals, concussion, and cardiac forms must be done by August 3. No 
exceptions, you don’t have,don’t show up. Get it done immediately.  
 
On Monday, only players will be allowed to enter the building. Again, no 
exceptions. If we do have a problem, the fewer people involved, the better. We are 
living in a time of contact tracing, so please drop them off and let them come in by 
themselves. Coaches will be available after practice, with masks on and remaining 
spaced apart.  
 
This year you must bring your own hydration. I suggest you buy a large water bottle 
to make the daily 2 hours. You need to find a way to make yours unique. Write on it with 
a sharpie, stickers, etc…  
 
Absolutely NO SHARING OF EQUIPMENT! Especially not water bottles. If you come 
without water, you will call home and leave. This year not having your water is not 
having your equipment. We are running a football team, not a babysitting service. 
Players without some piece of required equipment for that day simply cannot practice 



and will not be allowed to occupy coaches’ time and energy. The only answer is go 
home, come back tomorrow equipped, be prepared to face the consequences. 
 
Coaches are very concerned about social distancing. That means we are doing 
many things different in terms of equipment. We will no longer be dismissing from the 
gym. We believe that a better move will be to dismiss from the parking lot that is by the 
fields. Players will be in their gear at that point. We know this is not ideal, but bringing in 
the team with one coach in the school and two picking up, addressing concerns is we 
believe worse. We think it best to try to stay 3-6 feet apart and that will be very difficult 
to monitor doing it the way we always have. As always, we ask that during practice you 
confine yourself to the parking lot by the fields. However, if you need to get a player 
early for any reason please come to the fence and get someone’s attention. We will 
stop practice to check on anyone who shows up at the concession stand or fence, so 
please only do this for the above reason as it distracts and interrupts practice. 
 
Therefore, equipment will be taken home after every practice. In the past the 
washing of pants, jerseys, and undershirts has been sporadic at best (and yes I can tell 
you one guy who managed the whole season without washing his stuff). It is strongly 
urged that washing practice and game gear happens often if not daily (probably not, but 
more often). Also, set shoulder pads out to dry and spray them with Lysol or similar 
disinfectant.  
 
During school time players will bring their school bags from the locker room. We 
will be allowing only a few at a time into the locker room to change after school. 
Everything comes with us to the field so that you may leave from the parking lot.  
 
If you have a serviceable practice jersey from last year, please use it this year. 
Among items that were hard to obtain on short notice were these items and mesh bags. 
We do have a supply of leftovers from the last two years. These will be reserved for 
players new to the team and those with jerseys that are in bad repair and need 
replacing. Same goes to the mesh equipment bags.  
 
Participation fee is $125 and should be paid to Loftis Middle School as soon as 
possible. This year players will be receiving team shirt and shorts along with game 
socks, mouth piece, and a team neck gaiter...when the fee is paid. Families with two 
players or difficulty making payment should speak to a coach.  
 
Some additional equipment must be purchased. Including cleats. We will not be 
receiving a visit from Sports Spectrum to sell cleats and various bits of equipment. 



Instead you will need to pursue this on your own. However, I will be taking orders to 
them for girdles and practice pants should you require them. The girdles are $24 (plus 
tax) and you should by the size according to short size. Practice pants are $15 (plus 
tax)- sizes are adult and go from X-Small to X-Large. Coaches will right down orders for 
this on Monday August 3 and turn them into Sports Spectrum. You will need to make a 
check payable to them in the amount of the purchase.  
 
We will need some additional help along the way. Please join Sports Boosters. This 
group provides a lot to the different programs at the school. They will need help 
meaning the concession stand (assuming we get the okay to have concessions). 
Specific to football: 

● Paint crew- we always need a group to help with painting the field. The 
more hands the lighter the work. 

● Chain gang- We need three adults to work the down and distance 
markers for each contest (Varsity and JV). You will get a unique look at 
the action, but you must maintain silence as you will be on the visitor 
sidelines.  

● Game film is a big help. Anyone who is inclined to film the games, this is 
a great tool for the coaches and the players when we get it. 

 
Getting to and from games is up to the players. We encourage you to car pool 
where you can, but we do not take buses at our level. We appreciate all the help you 
can provide in getting players to and from practices and games.  
 
 
Contact-  
underwood_william@hcde.org for issues pertaining to varsity players 
clemons_blake@hcde.org for issues pertaining to junior varsity players 
mills_harry@hcde.org for general issues especially dealing with dr. appointments, injury 
concerns, etc.. 
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